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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


At the request of the Subcommittee on Labor and Labor-Manage- 
ment Relations of the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
transmitted through the National Security Resources Board, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics has brought together significant and readily 
available information on the employment and economic status of 
Negroes in the United States. The material selected for inclusion 
in this report was culled from a wide variety of sources in order to 
high light the major facts on this subject. No new research was done. 

From all of the information brought together, two general facts 
seem toemerge. ‘The first is that in almost every significant economic 
and social characteristic that we can measure—including length of 
life, education, employment, and income—our Negro citizens, as a 
whole, are less well off than our white citizens. The second is that 
in almost every characteristic the differences between the two groups 
have narrowed in recent years. 

This material, produced in the Division of Manpower and Employ- 
ment Statistics under the direction of Harold Goldstein, Assistant 
Chief, was prepared by Helen H. Ringe with the assistance of Sophia 
Cooper. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF NEGROES IN 
THE UNITED STATES 





PERTINENT BACKGROUND DATA 


Growth in the population, 1900-1950 

Number and proportion.—Fifteen and a half million Negroes! con- 
stituted, in 1950, about 10 percent of the total 151 million population 
in the United States. Between 1900 and 1950 the total population 
doubled in size, with a more than 100-percent increase in the white 
population compared with an increase of almost 70 percent among 
Negroes. 

The proportion of Negroes in the population has remained constant 
since 1920, as shown in table 1. While birth rates among Negroes 
have been consistently higher than those among whites, mortality 
rates-are higher and average life expectancy is lower among Negroes 
than among whites. 


TABLE 1.- Population of the U? ited States, by color, 1900 1950 


{In thousands] 
{In thousands] 





Nonwhite Nonwhite 
Year Total sali Ma) Mitel Ra Ti Year Total eae —_ 
Number Percent | Number Percent 
1950 150, 697 15, 482 10.3 4 1920 105, 711 10, 890 10.3 
1940 - 131, 669 13, 454 10. 2 1910__. 91, 972 10, 240 11.1 
1930 22, 775 12, 488 10. 2 1900___ 75, 995 9, 185 12.1 


Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 


Birth rates.—The higher birth rates among Negroes, in comparison 
with whites, are shown in table 2. In 1949, the rate per 1,000 in the 
Negro population was 32.6, compared with 23.6 among whites. Since 
1945 there have been, among both groups, significant increases in birth 
rates. During the depression, 1930’s, sharp declines in birth rates 
occurred among both Negroes and whites. 


TABI E 2.- Estimated birth rate 5,1 by color, selected x irs, 1920-49 


[Rate per 1,000 population] 


Year | Nonwhite White Year Nonwhite Whit 
1949 m 32. 6 23. 6 1935 4 25.8 17.9 
BOnEss ea eye : | 31.1 26. 1 1930 nell ; 27. § 20. 6 
ee = 26. 6 19.8 1920 i. 35.0 26.9 
1940 bacilli as J 26. 7 18. 6 


1 Corrected for underregistration. 


Source: National Office of Vital Statistics. 


1 Most of the sources of statistical data used in this report provide separate figures for white persons and 
all other persons. The latter are identified in such statistical presentations as ‘“‘nonwhites.’’ The data for 
nonwhites are not usnally separated as between Negroes and other groups, hence there are no separate 
figures for Negroes. Since Negroes comprise more than 95 nercent of the nonwhite group, the data for non- 
whit rsons as a whole reflect predominantly the characteristics of Neg rherefore, this report, 
while the tat refer to all nonwhite persons, the text de ibes the characteristics of Negre on the basis 


of the data in these tables. 
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Death rates—Declines in death rates since 1900, shown in table 3, 
reflect advances in medical science, control of infectious diseases and 
general improvement in the standard of living. Death rates among 
Negroes continue to be higher than the rates for whites but the differ- 
ence in the rates has consistently narrowed, particularly since 1935. 
In that year, the death rate among Negroes was 17.3 and among 
whites 11.1 per 1,000 population, compared with a 1900 rate of 27. 8 
for Negroes and 17.6 for whites. By 1949 the death rate for Negroes 
was 12.6, compared with 8.4 for whites. 


TABLE 3.—Age-adjusted death rates! by color: death-registration States, selected 
years, 1900-1949 


[Rate per 1,000 population] 


Year | Nonwhite White Year | Nonwhite | White 
| | 
1949... 12. 6 8.4 1930. . b 20.1 | 11.7 
1947... 12.8 8.8 || 1920_- said ae 20.6 | 13.7 
1945... 13.5 9.2 Bee ciel é 24.1 | 15.6 
1940___- 16. 2 10.2 |; 1900..-.. oat 27.8 17.6 
1935 17.3 11.1 | 


1 Based on 1940 age distribution of the population. 
Source: National Office of Vital Statistics. 


Life expectancy.—Marked increases during this century in average 
life expectancy, have been due in large measure to control of infectious 
diseases, and particularly those of infancy and early childhood. How- 
ever, for both Negro men and women, average life expectancy, 
especially during the earlier years of life, continues to be less than 
that of whites although there ad been a narrowing of this difference in 
recent years. 

About 30 years ago the average life expectancy at birth of a Negro 
boy was 47 years, over 9 years less than that of a white boy. For 
Negro girls the comparable difference was about 11% years. By 1949 
the life expectancy at birth for the average Negro boy had increased to 
almost 59 years, and that of white boys to 66 years, a difference of 
about 7 years. Negro girls at birth could expect to live to about age 
63, about 8% years less than white girls. 


TABLE 4.— Average number of years of life remaining at selected ages, by color and 
sex, 1949 and 1919-21 








Nonwhite | White 
Age and sex : | | ae 
1949 roig-211 | Neti | 1949 | 1919-21! | — 
Gtintitinteeenncnnernsticniiinatiasie saaseniepioesimensettne i cnisitiimsaimaeitonanaisinte| csinat sertonnasion - oss —|- 
Male: 
At birth. _- bitte 58. 6 47.1 11.5 | 65.9 | 56.3 9.6 
sins ip cakin eee 43.5 | 38.4 | 5.1 | 49.3 | 45.6 3.7 
Wi 3.. sbi fay 27.2 | 26. 5 7:1 30.9 | 29.9 | 1.0 
60 a 15.3 | 14.7 | 6 15.5 | 15.2 3 
Female: | | | 
i 62.9 | 46.9 16.0 | 71.5 58.5 | 13.0 
~ ia ~ Sees 47.1 | 37.2 | 9.9 | 54.2 | 46.5 | 7.7 
° SEL GARE A RS 30. 4 | 25.6 | 4.8 | 35.3 | 30. 9 4.4 
ec: or Be eee | 17.7 | 14.7 | 3.0 | 18.3 | 15.9 | 2.4 


1 Based on death-registration States of 1920. 
Source: National Office of Vital Statistics, 
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Significant population changes, 1940-50 

Age distribution —Table 5 compares the changes in the Negro and 
white population which have occurred among “different age groups 
bet veen 1940 and 1950. 

During this decade the total population increased nearly 15 percent, 
with about equal increases among Negroes and whites. For both 
groups, the greatest relative increases are found in the age class 
under 10 and among persons over 65 years of age reflecting higher 
birth rates and creater longevity. 

Most marked is the decline of 2 million in the white population aged 
10 to 19 years, the group which becomes the new workers of the next 
decade. White males of these ages showed the largest relative 
decline—11 percent. Among both Negroes and whites, only small 
increases occurred in the group aged 20 to 34 years. Since workers in 
this age group are traditionally preferred in hiring for new employ- 
ment, this change in the age composition of the population may 
contribute to increased e mployme nt opportunity for younger Negroes. 
The situation may also add to the dilemma of employers whose hiring 
policies continue to favor white workers and workers under 35 years 
of age. 


TABLE 5. -opulation of the United States, by color, age, and sex, 1950 and 1940 


{In thousands] 
| Nonwhite White | Change, 1940-50 


Age and sex Number Percent 
1950 1940 1950 19490 | |_———_____- ——_—__ 
| Nonwhite White Nonwhite | White 


Total___- 15, 482 13,454 | 135,215 | 118,215 | 2,028 


17,000 15.1 14.4 

Under 10 3, 517 2, 668 26,048 | 18, 558 | 849 7,490 31.8 40.4 
10 to 19 2, 803 2,763 | 19,290 21, 316 | 40 —2, 026 14} .—9.5 
20 to 34 3, 660 3, 476 31,361 | 29,451 184 1, 910 5.3 6.5 
35 to 44 2, 201 1, 880 19, 050 16, 453 | 321 2, 597 17.1 15.8 
45 to 64 2, 425 2,028 | 28,019 24, 056 397 3, 963 19. 6 16. 5 
65 and over_. 879 640 11, 443 | 8, 379 | 239 3, 064 37.3 36. 6 
Male....- 7,672 6, 613 66, 961 59, 449 1, 059 7, 512 16.0 12.6 
Under 10_. 1, 834 1,328 | 13,292 9, 446 506 3, 846 38. 1 40.7 
10 to 19 1, 376 1, 358 | 9, 606 10, 774 18 | —1,168 1.3 —10.8 
20 to 34 1, 753 1, 634 15, 363 14, 579 119 784 7.3 5.4 
35 to 44 1,074 915 9, 431 8, 250 159 1, 181 17.4 14.3 
45 to 64 at 1, 202 1,054 13, 991 12, 317 148 1, 674 14.0 13.6 
65 and over... 432 324 5, 279 4, 082 108 1, 197 33.3 29.3 
Female____- ; | 7,810 6, 841 | 68, 254 58, 767 | 969 9, 487 14.2 16. 1 
Under 10_____.| 1, 683 | 1, 340 12, 756 9,113 343 3, 643 25. 6 40.0 
10 to 19___. | 1, 427 1, 405 9, 685 10, 542 22 —857 1.6 —8.1 
20 to 34___.. j 1, 907 1, 842 15, 998 14, 871 65 |. 1, 127 3.5 7.6 
35 to 44.......- 1, 127 965 9, 619 8, 203 162 | 1, 416 16.8 17.3 
45 to 64........] 1, 221 | 973 | 14,030 11, 740 248 2, 290 25.5 19.5 
65 and over.__.| 445 316 6, 166 4, 297 129 | 1, 869 40.8 3.5 


Norte.—Figures do not necessarily add to total because of rounding. 
Source: U. 8, Bureau of the Census. 


Urban-rural distribution —By 1950 the Negro population was pre- 
dominantly urban, with 60 percent living in urban areas. As shown 
in table 6, the white population had become predominantly urban by 
1620. The movement of the Negro to urban centers was greatly 


23359—52———-2 
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accelerated during the World War II period, for in 1940 more than 
half of all Negroes lived in rural areas. 


Tas Le 6.—Population by color and urban-rural residence, 1900-1950 


(Population in thousands] 











Nonwhite White 

Year ore. ae | a eee. | el Ree ee MEGS LET ae ees We er A eT 

Tet | ry. - Percent s r : Percent 

Total Urban | Rural aren Total Urban Rural arte 
cope Sootanelodios ol as Aided aesthetic eee teak i pcameiee Miceicobatial |—— lai ss 
1950 ! 15, 482 9, 389 | 6, 092 60. 6 135, 215 86, 639 48, 576 64.1 
1940__. ; 13, 454 6,451 | 7, 004 | 47.9} 118,215 | 67,973 50, 242 57.5 
1930. 12,488} 5,395] 7,004} 43.2] 110,287] 63,560] 46,727 | 57.6 
1920 10, 890 3,685 | 7, 205 | 33.8 | 94,821 | 50,620 44, 201 53.4 
1910 10, 240 2, 791 7, 449 | 27.3] 81,732] 39,832 41, 900 | 48.7 
1900 _ _- : 9, 185 2, | 7 0 


079 7, 106 | 22.6] 66,809 | 28,718 | 38,091 | 43. 


1 The urban and rural population data for 1950 are not comparable with earlier periods because of changes 
in the urban definition. The total urban population in 1950 is about 8 million larger than it would have 
been under the 1940 definition, 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census. 


Interstate migration.—The extent to which Negroes moved between 
States during the World War II period is shown by table 7. By the 
end of 1947, 14 percent, or 1.8 million, of all Negroes born on or 
before April 1940 were living in a different State from the one in 
which they lived in 1940. During this period about 10 percent of all 
whites moved to a different State. The comparatively higher pro- 
portion of Negroes moving between States in 1940-47 shows a different 
pattern than in other years since 1935, when a comparatively higher 
proportion of whites shifted residence between States. 


TaRBLe 7.—Percent distribution by migration status of the population, by color, 
March 1950, April 1949, 1947, and 1940) 





March 1949 to April 1948 to April 1940 to April 1935 to 
March 1950 April 1949 April 1947 April 1940 


Migration status 


Nonwhite | White | Nonwhite| White | Nonwhite| White |Nonwhite| White 


Total ‘ 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 
Nonmigrants 95. 1 93.9 95. 1 93.8 77.4} 78.9 90.4 | 86. 2 
Migrants 4.7 5.7 4.7 5.9 21.8 20.7 9.5 13.5 

Within a State 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.8 7:71 abe 5.6 7.9 
Between States__._- ae 2.8 1.9 3.1 14.1 | 9.7 3.9 5.6 
Abroad ceasatiidhiniiainaiesia 2 4 i .4 8) 4 eet 3 


1 Data for 1950, 1949, and 1947 refer to the civilian population born on or before the beginning of the migra- 
tion period; data for 1940 refer to the total population born on or before the beginning of the migration period. 
Migrants are persons living in a different county at the end of the specified period from the one in which they 
were living at the beginning of the period. 


Note.—Figures do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding, 
Source: U. 5. Bureau of the Census. 


Regional and State variations.—Table 8, showing the Negro and 
white population in 1940 and 1950, for each State and geographic 
region, reveals the shift of the Negro population, during this wartime 
decade, from Southern to Northern, Central, and Western States. 
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A resulting decline in the number and proportion of Negroes in the 
population occurred in the Southern States of West Virginia, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. 

The Middle Atlantic, East North Central, and Pacific States had 
the most appreciable increases in their Negro population, and the 

ercentage increases for Negroes far exceed those of the white popu- 
Saar 

Michigan’s Negro population more than doubled, while its white 
population increased only 17 percent. 

In California the Negro population increased 116 percent, compared 
with a 50-percent increase among whites. California’s Negro popula- 
tion of nearly 700,000 is exceeded in number only by that of New 
York and the 8 Southern States of Virginia, North and South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. 


TABLE 8.—Population by color, for divisions and States, 19501 and 1940 


























| | 
j -ercen “ha ive 
1950 1940 Pe a —* 
| 
ses : Stata j | | 
Division and State | | Per- | | Per- 
7 Hite) Cent | mag, Iny se} CeNt | m4.) None |x: 
| Total |Nonwhite non. | Total |Nonwhite non. | - Ota! white! 4 hite 
|white | white 
: : a pe ea | . : 
Continental United | | | | 
ee ‘ 150, 697, 361|15, 756, 963! 10. 5)131, 669, 275/13, 454,405) 10.2) 14.5 17.1 14.1 
New England. --..-- ind 9, 314, 453 153, 356 1.6) 8. 437, 290 108, 144 1.3; 10.4) 41.8) 10.0 
Maine iad 913, 774 2, 927 | 847, 226 2, 683 3 7.9 9.1 7.9 
New Hampshire_------_-} 533, 242 967 2) 491, 524 535 ey 8.5| 80.7) 8.4 
Vermont ‘ val 377, 747 559} i 359, 231) 25 on §.2) 31.5 §.1 
Massachusetts -- ‘ 4, 690, 514 79, 069 1.7| 4,316, 721 59, 125 1.4 8.7) 33.7 8.3 
Rhode Island. --...-...- 791, 896 14, 881 1.9 713, 346 11, 541 1.6} 11.0; 28.9) 10.7 
Connecticut ........... 2, 007, 280 5A, 953 2.7; 1,709, 242 33, 835 2.0' 17.4) 62.4 16.5 
Middle Atlantic_ -- ...-| 30, 163, 533) 1, 926, 929 6.4) 27, 539, 487) 1, 301, 865 4.7 9.5) 48.0 7.6 
New York_..-- .| 14, 830, 192 958, 246 6.5) 13, 479, 142 599, 596 4.4, 10.0 59.8 mae 
New Jersey ..---| 4,835, 3290 324, 513 6.7) 4,160,165 229, 078 5.5) 16.2} 41.7) 14.7 
Pennsylvania 10, 498, 012 644, 170 6.1) 9, 900, 180 473. 191 4.8 6.0 36.1 4.5 
East North Central_........| 30,399, 368 1, 856, 235 6.1 26, 626, 342) 1, 097, 891 4.1) 14.2) 69.1) 11.8 
CDi nine SE eae 7, 946, 627 518, 413 6.5! 6,907,612 341, O81 4.9| 15.0! 52.0! 13.1 
Indiana - ..| 3,984, 224 175, 859 4.5 ) 122, 473 3.6, 14.8 43.6, 13.7 
Tilinois Sees 8, 712, 176 666, 154 7.6 393, 039 5.0; 10.3) 69.5 Ga 
Michigan. - sieuéaccet Qaeienee 453, 925 7.1 216, 463 4.1) 21.2) 109.7; 17.4 
i | 3, 434, 575 41, 884 1.2 24, 835 8 9.5 68.6 9.0 
West North Central........| 14, 061, 394 485, 306 3.5 12, 516, 990 405, 471 3.0 4.0 19.7 3.5 
Minnesota._....._- .--| 2,982, 483 28, 805 1.0) 2,792,300 23,318 . 6.8 23.5 6.7 
Iowa viadiwaniabakeut He 21, 507 .8) 2, 538, 268 17, 577 sa 3.3) 22.4 3.1 
Missourl................[ 3,054, 683 299, 066 7.6) 3,784, 664 245,477, 6.5: 4.5) 21.8) 3.3 
North Dakota..______- | 619, 636 11, 188 1.8 641, 935 10, 471 1.6, —3.5 6.8) —3.6 
South Dakota_-.........} 652, 740 24, 236 3.7 642, 961 23, 886 3.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 
Nebraska a es, oe 24, 166 1.8) 1,315, 834| 18, 210) 1.4 41 32.7 3 
Me akdcbeecuttcuten | 1,905, 299 76, 338 4.0) 1,801, 028) 66, 532 3.7 5.8) 14.7 5.4 
South Atlantic.............. 21, 182,335) 5, 140,264) 24.3) 17,823,151) 4,727,924) 26.5) 18.8 8.7| 22.5 
INR ck cannadéacmn 318, 085 44,207, 13.9 266, 505 35,977; 13.5) 19.4) 22.9 18.8 
Maryland... ite alae 2, 343, 001 388,014; 16.6) 1,821, 244 302, 763; 16.6: 28.6) 28.2 28.7 
District of Columbia 802, 178 284,031; 35.4 663, 091 188,765! 28.5) 21.0) 50.5 9.2 
Virginia. ...............| 3,318, 680 737,038) 22.2! 2,677,773 662,190; 24.7) 23.9) 11.3) 28.1 
West Virginia... ___- ...-| 2,005, 552 115, 268 5.7; 1,901,974 117, 872 6.2 5.4; —2.2 6.0 
North Carolina.._...._- | 4, 061,929) 1,078,819; 26.6) 3,571,623) 1,003,988) 28.1, 13.7 7.5; 16.2 
South Carolina. -......-- | 2,117,027; 823,624) 38.9) 1,899,804) 815,496) 42.9) 11.4 1.0; 19.3 
CONTRIB A. nace ese ...-| 3,444,578) 1,064,005; 30.9) 3,123,723) 1,085,445) 34.7) 10.3) -—2.0| 16.8 
PR ecdientadaane | 2,771,305 605,258, 21.8) 1,897,414 515,428) 27. 46.1; 17 7 


ie 


56. 











8ee footnotes at end of table, p. 6. 
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TaBLeE 8.—Population by color, for divisions and States, 19501 and 1940—Con. 


























Percent change, 
1950 | 1940 1940-50 
rr ‘ o4. ro | arena: | i 
Division and State Per- | | Per- | 
a } cent | Note | cent | Non- ly; 
Total |Nonwhite} | non- Total |Nonwhite nen- | ou al| white| *¥ hite 
| |white} | {waite 
can wl cent cae Feed ias 
East South Central__.....--] i, 477, 181| 2,707,072} 23.6) 10, 778, 225) 2, 784, 47 0 25.8} 6.5) —2.8) 9.7 
soso sn eran nate pecan ite acai ee ects c 
Kentatky. ............. | 2,944,806] 202,876] 6.9) 2, 848, 627| 214,202} 7.5) 3.51 —5.31 42 
Tennessee - ...---.- .--| 3,201, 718 531, 468} 16. 1) 2, 915, 841) 508,935} 17.5) 12.9) 4.4) 14.7 
Bs cidiesnncceasol 3, 061, 743 982, 243) 32.1] 2,832, 961 983, 864] 34.7 8.1) —.2) 12.5 
Mississippi. ...--.-.-- | 2,178,914) 990,485) 45.5) 2, 183,796] 1,077,469] 49.3} —.2| —8.1]} 7.4 
West South Central_-...... 14, 537, 572 2, 500, 730) 17.2) 13,064, 525) 2. 494, 929} 19.1] 11.3} 2) 13.9 











Arkansas......-.-.----- 1, 909, 511 428,003! 22.4| 1,949,387;  483,303| 24.8] —20/—11.4) 1.1 
Sema... ¢. 3.205 cars 2,683, 516) 886,968) 33.1] 2,363,880] 852.141/ 36.0] 13.5] 4.1) 188 
Oklahoma....-.........| 2,233,351} 200,796} 9.0] 2,336,434] 232.206| 9.9] —4.4/-12.5| —3.4 
aN <2 ea cl 7.711.194, 984.963! 12.8] 6 414, 824), _927,279| 14.5] 20.2} 6.2) 22.6 
i 5,074,998 229,365 4.5! 4,150,003} 171,090! 4.1| 22.3/ 34.1| 22.8 
Ss 591,024 18,986) 3.2} 559,456] 18,988) 3.4] 5.6 (@) | 5.8 
a a nr 588, 637 7,242] 1.2] 524,873 5,581] 1.1) 12.1! 29.8) 12.0 
Wyoming............... 290, 529 6520; 22] 250,742 49145} 1.7] 15.9] 57.3) 15.2 
Colorado.__..-.-........ 1,325,089, 28,436] 2.1] 1,123,206] 16,794) 1.5] 18.0] 69.3] 17.2 
New Mexico............| 681,187, 50,976} 7.5| °531,818| 39,506] 7.4] 281/ 29.0] 280 
Mie 1 es, pasalh ne 749.587/ 95,076] 12.7;  499,261| 72,469] 14.5| 50.1] 31.2] 53.4 
ee 3. wea 688,862} 11,953, 1.7} 550,310, 7,390} 1.3, 25.2] 61.7| 24.7 
eee te 160,083! 10,176} 6.4) 110,247 6.217} 5.6 45.2} 63.7] 44.1 
Sa ae aes | 14,486,527) 757,706] 5. 2| 9, 733, 262} 362,621) 3.7| 48.8) 109.( 0} 46.5 
= ee eee i i P a Deas i <— 

Washington............| 2,378, 963 62, 468) 2.6) 1, 736, 191 38,044] 2.2) 37.0) 64.2) 36.4 
WR soak aes 1,521,341) 24, 213| 1.6) 1,080,684) 13,953} 1.3] 39.6| 73.5| 39.2 
California...--.-.......- 10, 586, 223' 671,025} 6.3] 6,907,387; 310,624, 4.5| 53.3] 116.0] 50.3 


Be Sa sai 


1 Nonwhite total for 1950 represents complete Census enumeration and differs from figures shown in other 
tables which are based on sample data. 
3 Less than 1 percent. 





Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 


Cities with 50,000 or more Negroes.—Table 9 shows the 27 cities 
with 50,000 or more Negroes in 1950—in all of which Negroes con- 
stituted 10 percent or more of the total population of the city. Thir- 
teen of these cities are in Southern States. The table shows the 
changes in the Negro and white population which occurred in these 
cities between 1940 and 1950. 

Over 4% million or 29.5 percent of all 15% million Negroes in the 
United States were living in these 27 cities in 1950, compared with 
nearly 24 million or 17.6 percent of all whites in the population. 

The proportion of Negroes in the total population of each city 
declined only in the five southern cities of Memphis, Tenn., Birming- 
ham, Ala., Houston, Tex., Norfolk, Va., and Dallas, Tex. 

The cities in this group, with a more than 50-percent increase in 
the Negro population in the last decade, were New York, Detroit, 
Washington, Chicago, Los Angeles, Cleveland, San Francisco, Newark, 
and Oakland. 
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In 17 of these 27 cities, including only 3 in Southern States, the 
percentage increase in the Negro population exceeded the increase 
among whites. An actual decline in the number of whites in the 
population occurred in Chicago, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Newark, and Nashville. A major factor in the changing Negro and 
white composition of the population in cities has been the movement 
of whites to surrounding suburban areas. 


TasLe 9.—Population by color, 1950 and 1940, for cities with 50,000 or more 


nonwhites in 1950 











| 
Nonwhite | 
' 
| 





Nonwhites as a 


White percent of total 
population 
City De Bi Z ee ee ss 
c Percent} an ‘ Percent : 
1940 change | 195¢ 1940 change 1950 1940 

Meow Yortes NN. ¥ ...<..50<. | 477, 494 62.4 | 7,116,428 | 6,977, 501 2.0 9.8 6.4 
Chicago, Ill tte Ee | 282, 244 80.5 | 3, 111, 525 | 3, 114, 564 on, 3] 14.1 8.3 
Philadelphia, Pa_...-.-- 2, 757 49.9 | 1,692,637 | 1,678, 577 8 18.3 13.1 
Detroit, Mich. 50,790 | 101.4 | 1,545,847 | 1,472, 662 6.0 16.4 9.3 
Washington, D. C , 705 | 50. 5 518, 147 474, 326 9.2 35.4 28.5 
Baltimore, Md. 46, 395 35.9 723, 655 5 4.5 23.8 19.4 
Los Angeles, Calif »AA7} 116.2) 1 773 25.1 | 10.7 6.5 
New Orleans, La od , 762 | 22.0] 12.5 32.0 30.3 
St. Louis, Mo-.- , 254 41.4 —.6 18.0 13.4 
Cleveland, Ohio , 919 76.1 —-3. 5 16.3 9.7 
Memphis, Tenn_......... , 036 21.2 45.1 37.2 41.5 
Birmingham, Ala._-_.....-- , 961 | 19.4 | 23.5 39.9 40.7 
Houston, Tex 5 45.2 07.9 21.1 22. 5 
Atlanta, Ga J 4, 602 16, 1 6. 2 36.6 34.6 
go Se , 423 32.9 | —2.5 12 9.3 
San Francisco, Calif....-- , 835 155.9 | 15.1 | 10 5.0 
Cincinnati, Ohio... 757 41.1 6.4 15. 6 12.2 
Newark, N. J $6, 226 63.6 5.3 17.2 10.8 
Richmond, Va_-_....-..--- . 36 19.2 | 19.4 LT 1.8 
Jacksonville, Fla........... i1, 818 17.3 18.6 35.5 5.7 
Indianapolis, Ind hedeaie 51, 217 25. 1 33 8.1 15.0 13.2 
i. | hh See , O84 37,7 ) ¢ 52,7 29.7 | 31.9 
J |. aa 47, 210 22.4 357 27 14. 5 | 15.7 14.8 
Dallas, Tex 488 | 13.4] 377,199] 2 54.4] 13.2 17.1 
Kansas City, Mo 41, 832 33.9 400, 599 357, 346 12.1 | 12.3 10.5 
Oakland, Calif. _. i . 227 292. 1 328, 797 287, 936 14.2 | 14.5 4.7 
Nashville, Tenn_.....--. 47, 330 15. 6 119, 581 120, 072 —.4 31.4 28.3 





Source: U. 8S. Bureau of the Census. 

Urban centers —Table 10 shows those larger urban centers in which 
the Negro population increased substantially in the last decade. 
In each of these cities the Negro population increased by more than 
100 percent. Much of the increase resulted from migration of Negroes 
in response to wartime opportunities in employment. 

In 1950 there were in the United States 232 cities with a population 
of 50,000 or more; 64 were in the Southern States. Only two of these 
Southern cities had increases of more than 100 percent in their Negro 
population over the decade, while 43 cities, widely dispersed through- 
out the rest of the country, had doubled their Negro population. 
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TaBie 10.—Population by color, in 1950, for cities of 50,000 or more with more 
than 100 percent increase in nonwhite population between 1940 and 1950 


1950 population | Percent change, 1940-50 
City TT ED 























Total Nonwhite Total | Nonwhite| White 
| 
I Citi cnncans etdwdiin catnwiemee 64, 430 | 6, 326 | 77.7 459.3 65.4 
IEE, TS BOO ici cniiadcticcbancantasen 96, 815 1, 966 | 173. 1 123.9 174. 4 
I re eS 125, 629 35, 182 261.8 202. 6 291.7 
SO Te, WIR onan ou unk ee dann dete 52, 523 348 9.5 102.3 9.2 
PRNEN , GH co nceccnacedanen Secuintueaabuanel 113, 805 17, 537 | 33.0 232, 1 19.9 
RN I siesieteticdinsinitieicvianiaes tae 580, 132 37, 700 .7 106. 2 —2.7 
[0 UL eer A Ee S- | 415, 786 | 18, 252 | 29.0 112.2 | 26. 7 
I se ee eee 1, 849, 568 303, 721 13.9 101. 4 5.0 
i «cw elds oenodadansmacwien | 130, 803 3, 437 11.8 147.3 10.2 
NII 6 bon rua on nc 4uniaiceeaneesteaee 163, 143 14, C43 Tue 110. 1 2.9 
IR I a a 133, 607 5, 294 12.8 109.0 | 10.7 
SAREE UNNEIEL, PUEIOU oie arciecatn oe rekh@udinien’muakind 176, 515 6, 937 7.4 154. 6 5.0 
Pe a ae 54, 661 345 .z 231.7 1.2 
IEE, TN eas os cu nwalaucndbaban 57, 704 2, 522 6.7 122.0 4.2 
Lima, Ohio aR oa a ee 50, 246 3, 282 12.4 108. 8 8.9 
Long Beach, Calif......___. isprcatei cade ide oa ota el 250, 767 6, 587 52.7 290. 0 50.2 
ee SS ee ee eee ee 51, 202 2, 533 16.0 120. 1 13.3 
at AE CIE cn. wen mitosis iiidiadandedaaa } 1,970,358 211, 585 31.0 116, 2 25.1 
LaspbOCK, TOX........-... 2 bo Samu tee neee 71, 747 6, 258 125. 2 180. 1 121.1 
SU TN i tg eS | 96, C56 963 42.4 133.3 41,9 
SII TU a a ee ee ae 637, 392 22, 742 8.5 144.7 6.3 
eS LIES: 73, 726 1, C40 7.3 210.4 6.3 
GD I, RS wade ed oe oi de | 90, 872 3, 698 16.5 239. 6 13.3 
WORRRR EMO ok ea eee eo | 384, 575 55, 778 27.3 292. 1 14.2 
SO Sl a 57, 112 1, 603 30.7 153. 6 28.9 
SSE ob gocensanchbnsd henna dines 111, 856 5, 915 6.4 105. 0 a7 
IRI SN i ne dec ae 73, 681 6, 977 10.6 145.8 4.6 
a ee eee eee 373, 628 13, 240 22.3 132.8 20. 2 
IIS I ila ae ree tcl eed | 71, 193 | 1, 511 5.9 232.8 4.4 
NIRA eo ret as os ee et 99, 545 14, 216 321.1 3,384.3 267.3 
ONS i Se ee ees ee | 332, 488 7, 845 2.3 129.3 1.0 
NN occ bd. caret cbaci cnc ed Deanna leks gliadin Tee | 92, 927 2, 568 9.8 112.1 8.3 
Saginaw, Mich__.........-- pee Seer ee es | 92, 918 8, 671 12.2 154.3 6.1 
Ee EE a ee | 182, 121 3, 102 21.5 151.2 20.4 
Bath DORs CIO a ccnescbwcdesncctsanibues | 63, 058 | 2, 127 44.5 120.9 42.8 
Bat TRUM co ces 5 oak a | 334,387 18, 364 64.4 187. 2 60.5 
eS US dl 6a ee ee 775, 357 81, 469 22.2 | 155.9 | 15.1 
een MOOR CEE... ...o addnccdantnbumnecanad | 71, 595 3, 640 33.8 101. 2 31.5 
ee Se a ee ee Pinekaus a 91, 785 1,476 4.8 107.3 4.0 
PNII IE PIN o oa, cna thdinnt Maca ohottbwuneusiee | 115, 911 8, 227 14.5 128.1 10.3 
DE RTOS oe cc assnitnanaben Seals baielem ibaa 161, 721 2, 699 32.6 144. 5 31.5 
UGINIE.IRs I ondibmimnincnnw dared oe een eet .| 220, 583 5, 058 7.1 117.4 5.8 
NE WMI is -6o cas wiletvannns bbiaubede | 143, 673 4,427} 313 146. 4 29.4 
MP Oe ia oe ae ee ae | 101, 531 1, 670 | 1.0 215.7 -.1 
UGS WEST ack oka ok vases | 50, 211 174 1.8 109. 6 1.7 





Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 


tducational status, 1950 and 1940 


Educational attainment.—As shown in table 11, in 1950 Negroes 
aged 25 and over had completed an average of 7 years of school, 
almost 3 years less than the average for whites. This represents 
an increase, since 1940, of a year or more for both groups. The 
highest increase of 1.3 years occurred among Negro women. In both 
1940 and 1950, the educational attainment of Negro and white men 
was exceeded by that of women. 


TABLE 11.—Median school years completed by persons 25 years old and over, by color 
and sex, 1950 and 1940 

















| 
Color and sex 1950 | 1940 dam Color and sex | 1950 | 1940 dame 
| 
od ait ee 
Nonwhite: | | White: 
EE, 1:01 4 1.3 | TOE. cscncnatdeceie 9.7) 8.7 1.0 
Nhe cos vacant 6.5 | 5.4 1.1 a Jebcaauiaaetl 9.3] 87 -6 
cd sicwaictsnecs 7.4) 6.1 CE DR ceiccnncevearens 10.0| 8&8 1.2 
| } 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census. 








EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF NEGROES 9 


School enrollment—The percentage of all Negroes aged 5 to 24 
enrolled in school increased appreciably between 1940 and 1950. At 
ages 14 and over the percentage of Negroes in school was lower than 
among whites, although the difference has narrowed over the decade. 
About 15 percent of all Negroes aged 18 to 24 were enrolled in school 
in 1950, compared with 9 percent in 1940. The increase was pro- 
portionately much greater than among whites. (See table 12.) 


TABLE 12.—School enrollment of the population 5 to 24 years of age, by color, 1950 
and 1940 


{Enrollment in thousands] 





950 1940 
foie nas Seas ee 
Color and age | Enrolled in school | | Enrolled in school 
| 
Total ane eee ea Total | a ee eee ee 
| Number | Percent Number | Percent 
| | 
pa a ee a 4 ae 7 ne at ay wie ie } if | 
Nonwhite, 5 to 24.__- oil 5, 664 | 3, 357 | 59.3 | 5, 366 | 2, 863 | 53.4 
Ot ss. ici neal 2, 796 2,277 | 81.4 | 2, 468 | 1, 950 | 79.0 
MW4ad....s-<. 1, 083 | 819 | 75.6 | 1, 100 | 751 | 68.2 
18 to 24__. ‘ 1, 786 | 260 4.6 | 1, 798 | 163 | 9.1 
White, 5 to 24__. | 40, 998 | 25, 034 | 61.1 40, 986 | 23, 896 58.3 
OO se deel 19, 663 | 16, 005 | 81.4 17, 557 | 14. 890 | 84.8 
14 to 17__- ; ; 7, 435 6, 370 | 85.7 | 8, 620 | 6, 958 | 80.7 
ee ee | 13, 899 | 2, 660 | 19.1 | 14, 809 | 2, 047 | 13.8 
j | | | | 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 


RECENT LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT TRENDS 


Negroes in the labor force 


Proportion in the labor force—The proportion of Negroes in the 
labor force has been consistently higher than for whites. This has 
resulted entirely from the fact that a greater percent of Negro women, 
particularly married women, are in the labor force as compared to 
white women. Data for recent years on labor-force status of Negroes 
and whites are presented in table 13. About 63 percent of all Negroes 
aged 14 years and over were in the labor force compared to about 57 
percent of all whites. The proportion of males was about the same 
for both groups—84 percent—but for women the rate for Negroes was 
45 percent and that for whites about 30 percent. 

Unemployment.—Table 13 shows that for both Negro men and 
women the average rate of unemployment, from 1947 to 1951, has 
been more than 50 percent above that for whites. Although the rate 
was about 5 percent for Negroes in 1951, compared with 3 percent 
for whites, about the same relative improvement had taken place 
since 1949 when the economic situation was less favorable. 
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TABLE 


Employment 


tatus and sex 


[Percent distribution] 
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13.—Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population, by 
color and sex, annual averages 1951, 1949, and 1947 





Both sexes 
Population, 14 years and over 


In labor force 
Not in labor force 


In labor force 


Employed 
Une mployed 


Male: 


Population, 14 years and over 


In labor force 
Not in labor force 


In labor force 


Employed 
Unemployed 


Female 


Population, 14 years and over 


In labor force 
Not in labor force 


In labor force 


Employed 





| 
| Nonwhite White 
J acemnmenneaias pene | ences ED 
1951 | 1949 | 1947 | 1951 | 1949 | 1947 
| | ; j j 
fens nate —| cea ata 
| 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 
7 63.8 2 56.8 56.0 
3 36. 2 42.8 43.2 44.0 
0 100. 0 100.0 | 100.0 100. 0 
8 94. 6 97.2 94.8 96.7 
2 5.4 2.8 5.2 3.3 
| | | | 
100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 
83. 6 84.5 | 85.8 | 84.0 84.0 | 83.8 
16.4 15.5} 14.2} 16.0 16.0 16.2 
100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 
95. 6 91.2 94.3 97.6 94.8 | 96.5 
4.4 8.8 5.7 2.4 5.2 3.5 
100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 
44.9 45.8 44.1 32.6 31.0 | 29. 5 
55.1 54.2 55.9 67.4 69.0 | 70.5 
100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 
94.6 92.8 95.3 96. 3 94.8 97.0 
5.4 7.2 1.7 3.7 2 3.0 


Unemployed 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census. 


Status of married couples- 


Table 14, showing the labor force status 


of married couples in 1950 and 1940, indicates that in both periods a 


higher proportion of Negro w 


among white women. In 34 


ives were in the labor force than is true 
percent of the married Negro couples in 


1950, both the husband and the wife were in the labor force as com- 


pared to 21 percent among white couples. 


Among both groups the 


percent of couples with both members in the labor force had increased 
between 1940 and 1950, with a greater relative increase among whites. 
Among married couples where the husband was not in the labor force, 


the proportion of Negro wives 
whites. 


TABLE 14.—Percent distribution of 


in the labor force was higher than among 


married couples, by labor-force status of husband 


Labor-force status of husband and wife 


Married couples, husband head of household._......-- caceaee 


1950 


and wife, by color, March 1950 and 1940 


|Nonwhite| White |Nonwhite| White 


1940 





—— | 

















100.0. 100.0 | _ 100.0 | 100.0 

Husband in labor force.........------.-.---------------| 91.5] 91.7 | 92.8 | ‘91.7 
Wife in labor force ic a 33.6 | 20.8 | 22.6 10.1 
Wife not in labor force - -- |__ 58.0 70.8 | 70.2. _ $1.5 
Husband not in labor force_-. ; satan ae ee 8.3 | rat 8.3 
Wife in labor force See eee 3.1 1.4 ey of 
Wife not in labor force gecears 5.4 6.9 5.5 7.6 











Note.—Figures do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding. 


Source: U 


8. Bureau of the Census. 
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Status among different age groups.—Table 15 shows, for 1951, the 
variations at different ages in the labor-force status_of; Negroes in 
comparison with white men and women. 

About 84 percent of all Negro and white men were in the labor 
force. However, a significantly higher proportion of Negro men 
under age 20 and over age 65 were in the labor force. For both 
Negro and white men, between the ages of 20 and 64, the rates of 
labor force participation were comparable. 

The pattern among women shows some significant contrasts. The 
proportion of Negro women in the labor force was higher than for 
whites in every age group except ages 18 to 24. At ages 18 to 19 
years, 54 percent of all white women were in the labor force in com- 
parison with 40 percent of Negro women of the same ages. Among 
white women the rate of labor-force participation dropped after age 
20, about the average age of marriage, while for Negro women the 
rate increased through the age group 45 to 54. At ages 25 to 54 more 
than 50 percent of all Negro women were in the labor force, in com- 
parison with less than 40 percent of white women in this age group. 


TABLE 15.—Percent of the civilian population in the labor f Tce, by color, age, 
annual average 1951 


Male Female 
Age Reena eae 
Nonwhite White Nonwhite White 
Total, 14 and over j 83.7 84.0 44.9 32. 6 
I asisenensaesseinnaiion f anssensensntaanesininst feseenssiiahiiandagd ‘i nadie 
14 to 17 44.8 39. 2 23.7 | 21.6 
18 to 19 80.8 74.20 40). ( 54. 1 
20 to 24 | 88.7 88. 4 45.4 of. 7 
25 to 34 | 95.7 7.0 Al. 1 33.6 
35 to 44 96.4 17.6 55.8 38.0 
45 to 54 95. 1 96.0 55. 5 38.0 
55 to 64 st 84.6 87.4 39.8 26.8 
65 and over ; ‘ 1 49.5 44.5 14.0 | 8.5 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 


Industry and occupational trends in employme nt 

Trends among major industries, 1940-50.—Table 16 shows the 
changes, between the decennial censuses of 1940 and 1950, in the 
distribution of employed Negro men and women among the major 
industries. Comparison with the changes among white workers 
shows some significant differences. 

During this wartime decade there was an appreciable increase in 
the proportion of all Negro men employed in construction, manu- 
facturing, and wholesale and retail trade. In 1950, the 8 percent 
of all 316 million employed Negro men who were working in the con- 
struction industr y almost equaled the percentage of all w vhite workers 
so employed. The 22 percent of all employed Negroes in manufac- 
turing in 1950 compared with 27 percent of all employe d white men. 
There was a greater decline among Negroes, in comparison with 
whites, in the proportion employed in agriculture. 

Among almost 2 million Negro women working in 1950, employ- 
ment continued to be largely concentrated in the service industries, 
although the percentage decreased from about 75 percent in 1940 to 
65 percent in 1950. The proportion of all Negro women employed 
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in manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade more than doubled. 
However, in 1950 only about a tenth of employed Negro women, 
compared with a fourth of employed white women, were working i in 
each of these two industries. 


TaBLE 16.—Percent distribution of employed men and women, by major industry 
group, by color, April 1950 and March 1940! 

















Nonwhite White 
Sex and major industry group nan eee eer eer —— 
1950 1940 1950 | 1940 
— Ta es | es 
Total employed men_..._.....-. state ankiahd ta 100.0 100.0 100. 0 | 100.0 
Agriculture. ._.....-.--- ses Ee Nd BO 25.2 41.7 15.3 | 21.5 
RRP g-<< scnenhecunssasonennesaoetes 1.1 a 2.5 2.8 
Construction...........°_- lt eee hae hn ae 8.0 4.7 8.4 6.1 
Manufacturing_..__.__- sackere a 22.3 15.4 26.6 25.4 
Transportation, comm unicatic ym, and other public 
UtiIes....... or > = 8.5 6.5 8.8 8.3 
Wholesale and retail trade__- ‘ 14.0 10.4 17.5 16.9 
Service industries i 15.1 15.9 14.7 13.9 
All other industries -_.......-. ea] 4.6 2.2 5.0] 3.8 
Industry not reported._.......-- 1.3 1.5 1.2 1.3 
Total employed women..--.. . 100 0 100. 0. | 100. 0 100.0 
| ees a | SS 
MIR on sus wnt conte su bienis mentale 10.7 16.1 3.1 2.4 
Mining pds eck eek IER AE (2) (2) 2 a 
Construction......._-.------- ah : : 4 on a 3 
Manufacturing... 5 9.6 3.5 24.6 23.7 
Transportation, “communication, and other public 
utilities. _- uted Kibinios } 1.3 ey 4.6 3.5 
Wholesale and retail trade. | 10.3 4.2 23.9 20.5 
Service industries | 64.8 74.3 «| 35.9 43.8 
All other industries_ ; 1.8 6 | 4.2 3.2 
Industry not reported_..____-- i SES es | 2.3 





| 7 2.5 | 
| 


1 These are decennial census data and differ from the estimates based on current population surveys 
(MRLF) shown in table 17. 
3 Less than 0.1 percent. 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census. 


Recent trends in industries.—Table 17 indicates the extent to which 
the changing industrial pattern of Negro employment, accelerated by 
wartime manpower demands, has been maintained during the postwar 
period. This table presents data from the Monthly Report on the 
Labor Force for April of 1940, 1944, 1948, 1950, and 1952. These 
data show, in general, a continuation of the pattern revealed by table 
16, presenting decennial census data for 1940 and 1950. 

The proportion of all employed Negro men and women working in 
agriculture has continued to decline. Among all employed Negro 
men the proportion working in manufacturing increased from 22 per- 
cent to 26 percent between 1950 and 1952, 3, percent above the war- 
time year 1944. The most significant increase since 1950 has been in 
durable-goods manufacturing in which the defense program caused 
the greatest relative expansion. Except in mining and the transpor- 
tation, communications, and public utilities industries, the proportion 
of Negro men in other nonagricultural industries has continued to rise 
above that of 1944. 

About 94 percent of employed Negro women were working in non- 
agricultural industries in 1952, compared with 89 percent in 1944. 
However, the proportion employed in manufacturing has declined to 
7 percent in 1952 from 13 percent in 1944. The percentage has not 
increased during the defense program years 1950 to 1952. The pro- 
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portions employed in trade and finance, and in government and pro- 
fessional services have increased since 1950 and are above the wartime 
proportions of 1944. The percentage of Negro women employed in 
domestic and personal service has declined between 1950 and 1952 but 
is above that of 1944. 


TaBLeE 17.—Percent distribution of employed nonwhite men and women, by mayor 
industry group, April of selected years, 1940-52 





Sex and major industry group |} 1952 | 1950 19448 | 1944 1940! 
‘ial | . | 
rotal employed men ‘ gicstaal 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 
Agriculture ? 19.2 24.6 22.4 | 31.3 43.3 
Nonagriculture 80.8 75 4 77 68.7 58 7 
Mining ‘ 2.7 2.4 4.1 1.8 
Construction | g.8 7.23 6.7 o% 4.8 
Manufacturing - ; 26.4 21.8 24.0 23. f 16.1 
Durable | 17.4 13.6 16.3 
Nondurable 9.1 7.9 a2 
Transportation, communication, and public util- 
ities 7.8 7.3 df l 6.7 
Trade, finance 16.2 17.3 13. 12.3 11.7 
Domestic and personal service 7.3 7 7.6 f 8.3 
Professional service 4.4 44 42 3.2 29 
Gov ent 49 5 { 3 9 ee 
Other ¢ 2 ] 7 
Total employed wormen 100. 0 100 100. ( 0.0 
Agriculture 2 6.2 8.7 8.7 1 
Nonagriculture 93.8 S on 
M ' 
Co ( ) 9 } 
M t 7 0 9 w 
1) hl! _ > , 
Nond $ 
Transportation, commur ition, and public util- 
is 5 t 1.1 2 
Trade, finance 12.9 11.4 14 11.4 5 
Domestie and be rsonal service 55. 2 57. € 55. 7 52.7 64.6 
Professional services 13.8 10. 1 4 7 7 
Government 3. § 2.4 1.8 
Other‘ 7 i 8 4 
nee 1940 data are = Negroes only but are not significantly different from distribution for all nonwhit 
21 es forestry and fishery 
tN« Vv vailable. 
‘In les business repair services, amusement, and recreation. 
‘Lens tas Gob eeeee 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
Note.—Figures do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding 


ject to sampling variation which may be large in cases where the percentages are based on quantities which 
are small, 


Occupational trends 


Major changes in occupational pattern, 1940-50.—Table 18 shows 
the occupational distribution of employed Negro and white men and 
women for the two decennial censuses of 1940 and 1950. Comparison 
of changes among Negroes and whites reveals the significant shifts 
which occurred during a wartime decade. 

Among employed Negro men the most appreciable increases were 
in the occupational groups of clerical workers, craftsmen, and opera- 
tives. In 1950, 20 percent of e ‘mployed Negro and white men were 
working as operatives, with a significantly greater increase since 1940 
in the proportion of Ne oToes. During that dated the proportion of 
Negroes employed as ¢raftsmen almost doubled, but less than 8 percent 
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were employed in this skilled occupational group in 1950, far below 
the 19 percent of employed white men who were craftsmen. The 3 
percent of Negro men in clerical work in 1950 was about half the pro- 
portion of white men in this occupational group. The proportion of 
Negro men in professional occupations in 1950 was low—about 2 per- 
cent compared with 8 percent for whites. Although appreciable gains 
up the occupational ladder have been made during the last decade, 
in comparison with white workers, Negroes are predominantly em- 
ployed in the lower-paying and ‘less-skilled occupations, such as 
operatives, laborers, and service workers. 

The majority of employed Negro women worked in service occupa- 
tions in 1950—although the proportion had declined to 60 percent 
from the 69 percent in this occupational group in 1940. The propor- 
tion of Negro women employed as clerical workers and semiskilled 
operatives increased between 1940 and 1950. However, in 1950 only 
4 percent were in clerical occupations in comparison with 30 percent 
of all employed white women. About 15 percent of Negro women 
workers were semiskilled operatives in 1950—double the proportion 
in 1940. But the proportion was below the 20 percent of white women 
in this occupation. In 1950 the 6 percent of Negro women in profes- 
sional occupations was less than half the proportion of white women 
in this occupational group. 


TABLE 18.—Percent distribution of employed men and women, by major occupational 
group, by color, April 1950 and March 1940} 








Nonwhite White 
Sex and major occupational group See (aia 
1950 1940 1950 1940 

Total employed men_. 100.0 100.0 _100. 0 | 100. 0 
Professional, technical, and kindred workers 2.2 | 1.9 | 7.9 | 6.6 
Farmers and farm managers 13.5 | 21.1 10.5 14.2 
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm 2.0 | 1.6 11.6 10.6 
Clerical and kindred workers 3.4 | 1.2 | 6.8 | 6.5 
Sales workers. -- 1.5 1.0 6.6 6.8 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers... 7.6 | 4.4 | 19.3 15.9 
Operatives and kindred workers é | 20.8 12.4 | 20. 0 18.7 
Private household workers ‘ | 8 | 2.3 | 1 1 
Service workers, except private household -_-.-_-. | 2.5 12.3 4.9 5.2 
Farm laborers and foremen --| 11.3 20.0 | 4.4 7.0 
Laborers, except farm and mine 23.1 21.3 6.6 7.6 
Occupation not reported SES 1.3 .6 | 2 i 
Total employed women 100.0 | ~ 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 
Professional, technical, and kindred workers ia 6.2 4 3 | 13. 4 14.38 
Farmers and farm managers ; 2.0 3.0 | s¥ 1.1 
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm 5 8 | 4.8 4.3 
Clerical and kindred workers | 4.0 1.0 29. 8 24.5 
Sales workers | 1.3 6] 8.9 8.1 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers | 1.0 2 1.7 1.1 
Operatives and kindred workers wal 14.6 6.6 19.8 20.3 
Private household workers 42.0 | 58. 6 4.4 10.9 
Service workers, except private household 17.8 10. 4 11.4 11.5 
Farm laborers and foremen 8.8 12.9 2.3 1.2 
Laborers, except farm and mine 1.1 8 2 9 
Occupation not reported - - “e 7 2.2 | 1.3 


1 These are decennial census data and differ from the estimates based on current population surveys 
(MRLF) shown in table 19. 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census 


Proportion of Negroes to total employment in major occupations, 
1940-52—Table 19 shows the proportion which Negro men and 
women re presented it in the total employment in each major occupa- 
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tional group in prewar 1940, wartime 1944, and postwar 1948, 1950, 
and 1952. In reading this table it is useful to recall, as explained in 
table 1, that Negroes constitute 10 percent of the total population. 

The data show that the highest proportions of Negro workers con- 
tinue to be found in the lower-paying and less-skilled occupations, 
such as service workers and laborers. Comparatively low proportions 
of Negroes are found in the professional, technical, managerial, clerical, 
sales, and craftsmen occupations. 

However, the shift of Negroes into better-paying occupations and 
more skilled occupations, accelerated during the war years, has in 
general been maintained. 

In the professional occupations the proportion of Negro men re- 
mained about 3 percent, while the proportion of Negro women had 
increased to 7 percent by 1952. A large part of this increase is un- 
doubtedly due to the increased demand for Negro school teachers, 
which has resulted from the postwar increase in population of children 
of elementary-school age. 

Among craftsmen the proportion of Negroes is still low, but it has 
consistently increased since 1940 to 4 percent in 1952. 

Among semiskilled operatives, Negro men in 1952 constituted 10 
percent of all workers, about the same as in 1944 and 1948, and almost 
double the proportion in 1940. In April 1950, before the industrial 
expansion which followed the hostilities in Korea, the percentage had 
declined to 8.5. The percentage of Negroes among women operatives, 
which had reached over 8 percent in 1944 and 1948, had declined to 
about 7 percent in 1952. 

In clerical and sales occupations the percentage of “Negro men and 
women doubled between 1940 and 1944, and has increased in the 
postwar years. However, Negroes have constituted only 3 percent or 
less of employment in this occupational field. 

Negro women still constitute more than 50 percent of all women in 
private household work and 20 percent of other service workers. 


TABLE 19.—Proportion of nonwhite to total employment in each major occupational 
group, by sex, April 1952, 1950, 1948, 1944, and 1940! 


Male Female 
Major occupational group ———_—_—- ——_ --__-__ ——- ----- — ——— — 


1952 | 1950 | 1948 | 1944 | 1940 | 1952 | 1950 | 1948 | 1944 | 1940 


Employed nonwhite chested 8.9; 83 8.4] 9.8) 86) 11.4] 12.0] 11.8] 12.9 13.8 
Professional, technical, and kindred | | 
workers a eat La 2.5) 26] 2.6] a. 28 0} 5&2] 5.4 | 5.7 4.5 
Managers, officials, and proprietors, 
excluding farm _ wae 1.6 1.9 1.8) 2.1 1.1 3.1 2.7 2.4 4.8 2.6 
Clerical, sales, and kindred workers.__.| 3.4 | 2.8 | 23) 29 131 232 19] 2.3; 1.4} 7 
Craftsmen, foremen, and _ kindred | 
IEE ik acid dices tine acne 4.0) 39] 37] 36] 26] 49] 22] 54] 52] 22 
Operatives and kindred workers ----| 10.4} 8.5] 10.1} 10.1) 5.9) 68] 7.8] 82 &3} 4.7 
Private household workers. -- 31.6 | 51.3 | 53.7 75.2 | 60.2 | 53.9 | 53.9! 52.4 | 60.9] 46.6 
Service workers, except private house- | | | 
hold indi da tpididien silarcaies aes ‘ _.| 21.7 | 21.4 | 20.7 | 21.9 | 16.5 | 20.0 | 19.1 | 20.0} 23.9 12.7 
Farmers and farm managers... __....-_- 10.7 | 10.5 | 9.8 | 11.0 | 12.4 | 24.1 | 20.2 | 21.9] 23.8] 30.4 
Farm laborers and foremen_-_.......--| 16.2 | 19.8 | 15.8 | 21.1 | 21.0 | 14.3 | 19.2] 15.9 | 21.4} 62.0 
Laborers, except farm and mine........| 26.9 | 21.4 23.6 | 27.6 | 21.0! 7.8 | 42.6 | 24.4 | 35.6 13. 2 
| | 


! The 1940 data are for Negroes only but are not significantly different from distribution for all nonwhites, 
Source: U. 8S. Bureau of the Census. 


Nots.—The estimates for 1944-52 are subject to sampling variation which may be large in cases where 
the percentages are based on quantities which are small. 
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Placement experience of public employment offices, 1940, 1944, and 1951 

Table 20 reflects the placement experience of public employment 
offices in nonagricultural occupations in April 1951, 1944, and 1940, 
as reported by the Bureau of Employment Security.? That Bureau 
stated, in presenting these data: 


Although nonwhite workers comprised only one-tenth of the civilian labor 
force, they accounted for 30 percent of all placements by public employment 
offices during the month of April 1951. A comparison with earlier years shows 

decline from 21 percent of total placements in 1940 to 19 percent in 1944, 
followed by a rise to 28 percent in 1948. 

The growing acceptance of nonwhites by employers is illustrated by the ratio 
of placements of nonwhites to total placements in such industries as manufac- 
turing, trade, and construction. Nonwhites accounted for only 9 percent of all 
placements in manufacturing establishments in April 1940, as compared to 13 
percent in April 1944, and 16 percent in April 1951. The advance in trade was 
more significant—from 9 percent of total placements in April 1940, to 21 percent 
in April 1944 and 24 percent in April 1951. Placements of nonwhites in con- 
struction moved up from 21 percent of the total in April 1940 to 23 percent in 
1944 and 30 percent of the total in April 1951. Coincident with the rise over 
1940 in the proportions of placements of nonwhites in manufacturing, trade, 
and construction, the proportion of placements of nonwhites in service industries 
increased substantially. Nonwhites accounted for about one-third of all job 
placements in- service industries in April 1940, nearly one-half in April 1944, 
and slightly more than one-half of the total in April 1951. 


TasLe 20.—Nonagricultural placements, total and nonwhite, by major industry 
diviston, April 1951, 1944, and 1940 

















April 1951 ! April 1944 | April 1940 
Nonwhite Nonwhite | | Nonwhite 
Major industry na rns - Se ie at 
division | Da eee nine 
| Total | _ Per- | Per | Total Per- | Fer | Total| —_| Per- | Pere 
Num- cent eA Nes cent | Gis. | Po —- dis- 
total |tribu- | total \tribu-| total tibu- 
ws" | tion | | tion | ™ | tion 
= avi ineenitqubiiieemailibieds neice svenanetany } cpuasoenenaten fanensetoens eerie enactanamnamiatttis i enstnneptadmats Gheathiceneatlhal aeesciadaih Riknciadiiamalaaanaliind 
PO oF 488, 855 145,492) 29. 8) 100. 0 760, 671'141,597; 18.6 100.0 271,266 56,442 20. 8} 100.0 
Forestry and fishing 575 98; 17.0 : i) 818 26; 3.2) () “634 47, 7.4 od 
Mining 2,984 163 5.5 -1) 10,243 530 5.2 -4 1,999 187 9.4 .3 
Construction -_. fi0, 195) 18,295) 30.4; 12.6) 50,845) 11,589) 22.8 8.2) 40,823) 8,532, 20.9 15. 1 
Manufacturing __ 137,841) 21,691; 15.7; 14.9 442,712) 58,605) 13.2) 41.4) 43,529 3,934 9.0 7.0 
Transportation. 26,073 5,193) 19.9 3.6, 57,194, 9,105, 15.9 6.4 6,963 1,380 19.8 2.4 
Wholesale and retail 
trade__- 95, 107) 22,736! 23.9) 15.6) 60,559 12,508) 20.7 8.8) 48,447| 4,517 9.3 8.0 
Finance, insurance, 
and real estate__.___| 6,884 1,028 14.9 -7| 4,582 684. 15.1 -5| 3,133 469 15.0 8 
Service, total_.._._._|140,302 73,769) 52.6) 50.7) 85,018) 41,652} 49.0) 29.5 116,311 36,614) 31.5) 65.0 
Domestic- ....| 92,869 59,963; 64.6) 41.2! 41,462) 30,442) 73.4) 21.5 84,605 28,376, 33.5 50.3 
Government.- -| 18,296) 2,390 3.1 1.6, 48,195 6,709) 13.9 4.7, 8,883 736 8.3 1.3 
Establishments (not | 
elsewhere _ classi- | 
DR cn tiebacantnes 598 129| 21.6 1 555 189; 34.1 | 544 26, 4.8 () 


! Excludes Connecticut, Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oregon, and Pennsylvania. 
3 Less than 0.05 percent. 


Source: Bureau of Employment Security. 


Duration of employment on current jobs 


The number of vears he has worked on his current job is an im- 
portant factor in the employment status of a worker, with especially 
significant effects on seniority rights and related benefits based on 
length of service. 

The extent to which Negroes have this security based on length of 
service, as compared to w hite workers, is indicated by a sample survey 





2U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, The Status and Characteristics of Non- 
whites in the Labor r orce as of April 1951, p. 12 G(mimeograph). 


: 
: 
: 
; 








EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF NEGROES 17 


made by the Bureau of the Census in January 1951. The study sought 
to ascertain the length of time the approximately 59 million persons 
employed in January 1 1951 had worked at their current jobs. For 
wage and salary workers, a job was defined in this survey as a con- 
tinuous period of employment (except for vacations, strikes, short- 
term lay-offs, etc.) with a single employer, even though the person 
may have worked at several different occupations while working for 
that employer. 

Table 21 shows that Negro workers had been on "ey ir current jobs 
an average of 2.4 years, compared with an average of 3.5 years among 
white workers. 

Among men who live in urban areas, about one out of six of both 
Negro and white workers had obtained their current jobs between 
January 1940 and August 1945, a period stretching from the beginning 
of the defense program to the end of World War Il. However, 20 
percent of urban white men and only 13 percent of urban Negroes 
had worked on their current jobs since before January 1940. Among 
farm men, the 28 percent of white men who had worked on their 
current jobs since before 1940 was almost double the comparable 
percentage among Negroes. Among Negro farm men about 38 
percent had obtained their current jobs within the last year, as com- 
pared to about 22 percent of the white farm men. 

Among urban and farm women, the data for both Negroes and 
whites reflect the intermittent character of the labor force participa- 
tion of women because of household and family responsibilities. 
However, the proportion of Negro women who have been on their 
current jobs since before August 1945 is appreciably lower than among 
white women. Negro women have been on their current jobs an 
average of 1.7 years, compared with an average of 2.3 years for white 
women. 


TABLE 21.—Duration of current jobs of employed workers, by color, sex, and farm- 
nonfarm residence, January 1951 


[Percent distribution] 








United States Farm Nonfarm 

Date current job started coy aie _ ge oe ee 

Non- ry Non- r Non- Thita 

white White white White weiiite W hite 
Pe ON ohh ica ee ea ee al 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 
January 1950 to January 1951...................... 35.8 28.3 40.4 24.6 35.0 29.0 
Septe mber 1945 to December 1949_____-.-----___- | 3.6] 35.2 24.5 29. 4 35. 1 36.1 
January 1940 to August 1945....................-- 15.6 16.0 20. 1 18.5 14.9 15.6 
WONG I aS se aa 8 ee Be eck a. 10.7 18.3 2.3 26. 1 10.5 17.1 
IG, I i is ie 4.3 2.1 2.8 15 4.5 2.2 
Median years on current job................--...- Se cos. ter £7 26 3.3 
We Re Set 23. AMER LEEKS ~ 100.0, 100.0} 100.0} 100.0. 100.0 100. 0 
January 1950 to January 1951 rz shee tastes. _& 32.9| 25.41 37.5 22.4 31.8 26.0 
September 1945 to December A eae cn 32.1 34.9 | 22.8 29. 1 34. 2 36.0 
January 1940 to August 1945__..................... Ta 7 16.3 22. 4 18.9 16. 6 15.7 
NE Slee. rede tdtsdnbeiscinblalisdesaoe | 13.2 21.4 14.7 28. 2 12.8 20. 2 
SI TN No a ics otic anitielbadlamad 4.2 2.0 2.6 1.4 .6 x3 
Median years on current job_............-..-..-_- » i %1 4.0 2.8) 6.1 _ 3.1 3.8 
WOR See i ee cdcbe aes Boe 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 
January 1950 to January 1951__._____...-_-.-.___-. 40.7} 35.6) 5211 347 39.9 35.6 
September 1945 to December 1949___..........__- 36.2 35.8 30.7 31.0 36.7 36.2 
January 1940 to August 1945__...._............._- 12.0 15.8 10. 6 16. 6 12.2 15.6 
Be a 6.5 10.7 2.5 16.3 6.9 10. 2 
eb mek TAIINNS 2. 53 ses ote oo de 4.4 2.3 3.8 1.5 4.4 2.3 
Median years on current job_.__........___.____-- 1.7 2.3 1.0 2.8 he 2.3 


Note.—Figures do not eabaenaiin add to totals in 1use of rounding. 
Source: U. 8S. Bureau of the Census. 
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Work-life expectancy 


A study of the length of working life for men shows that under 1940 
conditions, the average life expectancy for the nonwhite worker aged 
20 was about 8 years Jess than that for a white youth of the same age.® 
His working-life expectancy of 36.2 years was about 5% years less than 
for the white worker—lar gely reflecting his poorer chances of surviving 
through the prime of his working life. 

The differences between whites and nonwhites in both total life 
expectancy and work-life expectancy gradually narrowed after age 20. 
By age 60, the working-life expectancy of the surviving nonwhite 
workers ac tually exe eeded that of white workers. These differences 
reflect the relatively low mortality rates among surviving nonwhites at 
advanced ages. They also reflect, in comparison with whites, the 
predominantly rural composition and the lower rates of retirement 
from the labor force among rural nonwhites in the upper age groups. 

However, for urban nonwhites the chances of retirement from the 
labor force were substantially higher than for whites. This is due, 
in part, to the relatively higher rates of unemployment among non- 
whites and the resulting greater tendency to withdraw from the labor 
force. Other contributing factors are a higher incidence of disability 
and a much greater concentration of Negroes in unskilled and semi- 
skilled jobs in which age and physical disability are likely to be greater 
handicaps to continued employment. 


INCOME AND WAGES 


Income of familie 8s, 1945-50 

Table 22 presents the average money income of all Negro and 
white families for the years 1945-50. In 1950, Negro families had an 
average annual income of $1,869, 54 percent of the average income of 
$3,445 among white families. The differential seems particularly 
wide in view of the fact that a higher proportion of Negro family 
members are in the labor force. The data in the previous section on 
labor force and employment show that a higher proportion of Negro 
males under age 20 and women over age 24 are in the labor force than 
is the case among whites. An important factor in changes in average 
annual income of all Negroes between 1945 and 1950 has been their 
continuing shift into nonagricultural employment, as explained i 
preceding sections. 

In 1945, the last year of World War II, the average money income of 
all Negro families was almost 57 percent that of whites—a compara- 
tive level that has not again been reached in more recent years. 

There is a relatively smaller differential between Negroes and whites 
for urban as compared with rural families. In 1949 the average in- 
come of urban Negro families was almost 58 percent of the average 
among white families—a decline from 66 percent in 1945. The 
urban Negro family in 1949 had an average annual income of about 
$2,100, compared with an average of about $3,600 for white families. 
Between 1945 and 1949 the average income of white families had 
increased by over $500 while among Negro families it remained prac- 
tically unchanged. 


® Tables of Working Life, Length of Working Life for Men, U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Bull. 1001, August 1950. 
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Among rural farm families the average money income of Negroes 
increased from $550 in 1945 to $691 in 1949 when it was about 40 
percent of the average for white families. This, however, represented 
a decline from the high postwar average of $1,026 in 1947, when it was 
almost 48 percent of the average among white families on farms. 
The money income of both Negro and white families living on farms 
remained low and increased relatively less than that of rural nonfarm 
and urban families in the years 1945-49. An important factor is the 
greater income ‘in kind” of farm families, and their relatively lower 
cost of living. 


TABLE 22.—Median money income of families, by color and residence, 1945-50 
Nonwhite 
Year and residence Total Nonwhite White as & percent 


of white 


1950—Total !__- ea aS $3, 319 $1, 869 $3, 445 54.3 
1949—Total_.....- , : . i 3, 107 1, 650 3, 232 51. l 
Urban... .. : 3, 486 2, 084 3,619 7.6 
Rural nonfarm : | 2, 763 1, 240 | 2, 851 43. 5 
Rural farm 1, 587 691 , 757 39.3 
1948—Total 3, 187 1, 768 3, 310 53.4 
Urban 3, 551 2,172 3, 694 58.8 
Rural nonfarm 2, 954 1, 592 3, 033 52.5 
Rural farm : 2, 036 942 | 2, 235 42.1 
1947—Total _ - - - : ; 3, 031 1, 614 | 3, 157 51.1 
Urban... 3, 349 1, 963 3, 465 56. 7 
Rural nonfarm. .------ ; 2, 826 1, 446 | 2, 922 49.5 
Rural farm... 1, 963 1, 026 | 2, 156 17.6 
1946—Total ?_ . ; (3) (3) | (3) (3) 
Urban. ---. ie ; js 3, 123 1, 929 | 3, 246 59. 4 
Rural nonfarm. * : 2, 547 1, 506 2, 642 57.0 
Rural farm. = eae (3) (3) (3) | @ 
1945—Total - _ _- etna 2, 621 1, 538 | 2,718 | 56. 6 
Urban... ‘ : 2, 995 2, 052 | 3, 085 66. 5 
Rural nonfarm td a ; 2, 445 | (4) 2, 498 7 
Rural farm... -- ; F : 1, 410 559 1, 602 34.9 





1 Urban-rural data not available for 1950. 
2 Data for total and rural farm not available for 1946. 
3 Not available. 


4 Median not shown where there are fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting on income. 
Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census. 


Wage and salary income, 1939 and 1947-50 


Table 23 shows the average annual income of Negro and white wage 
and salary workers in recent years and in 1939. In 1950 the Negro 
wage and salary worker earned an average of about $1,300, or 52 
per ‘cent of the average for white workers. Since 1939 the average for 
Negro workers has increased relatively more than for whites. In 1939 
the average income for Negro wage and salary workers was about 
$400—less than 40 percent of the average for white wage earners. 


Annual wage credits under OASI program, 1948 


Analysis of data available from the records of the Bureau of Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance, on workers covered by the provisions of the 
Social Security Act which it administers, substantiates the fact that 


the wages of Negroes are generally below those of white men and 
women.* 


4 See Handbook of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Statistics, issued annually by the Bureau of Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance, Social Security Administration, Federal Security Agency. 
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TABLE 23.—Median wage and salary income of persons with wage and salary 
income, by color, 1989 and 1947-50 


Nonwhite 





Year Total Nonwhite White as a percent 
of white 

—— ep ee et | 
BR tdich ciccenisthic tom asia sneunesnacunentindcndiiaensdiehiah $2, 133 $1, 295 $2, 481 52.2 
GUESS mitcbiscnny ie ndtinas cduingmndy.ackinnioieuatbdeied baal 2, 016 | 1, 064 2, 350 45.3 
a nifdidintn 6 nniighiiedaste biknmnieaad beeen wiidaelide | 2,017 | 1, 210 2, 323 §2.1 
a ekicciweumnanee saul lait iiinlgtg  neecinabdceang ante | 1, 865 | 863 | 1, 980 43.6 
a ikbcnbacbelnkphacss sv weckinnihidibeatemaeamamabaasel | 877 364 | 956 38,1 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 


Table 24 presents an example of pertinent data for 1948, the last 
year for which these data are currently available. It shows the wage 
credits of Negro and white men and women who were employed in all 
quarters of 1948. (Those who received $3,000 in taxable wages before 
the vear was up are included, whether or not they worked all quarters 
of the year.) Agricultural ‘and domestic workers were among the 
groups not “covered” in 1948 by governing legislation. Therefore, 
workers in these relatively low -paid oc cupations are not included in 
these data. 

Among white men, 52 percent had wage c1 ‘edits of $3,000, the annual 
creditable maximum, ‘cumbia with only 1 5 percent of Negro men. 
Almost 45 percent of Negro men had wage credits of less than $1,800, 
compared with only 15 percent of white men. 

The annual wage credits of both Negro and white women are signifi- 
cantly lower than those of men. However, 81 percent of Negro 
women had wage credits of less than $1,800, compared with almost 
51 percent of white women. Only 5 percent of the Negro women had 
wage credits of $2,400-$3,000, compared with 20 percent of white 
women. 

Among other things, these data indicate the comparatively lower 
level of benefits available for Negro workers when they die or retire 
and their relatively greater difficulty in acquiring adequate protection 
against the hazards of old- -age under social insurance programs. 
They indicate the economic reasons which can contribute to a higher 
incidence of indigency among Negroes than among whites, as w ell as 
to a generally lower standard of living. 


TABLE 24.—Percent distribution of Negro and white workers with 4 quarters of 
employment in 1948, by amount of annual wage credits, by sex 


I} 
1} 








Sex and amount of wage i 2 Sex and amount of wage r 
exedits Negro White! credits Negro White! 

i} 

ea OCR IS ET RT We AS Aa) \| 
ONE TOADS. oi Sane 100. 0 100. 0 | Total female............ 100. 0 100. 0 
ne 5.2 | 1.7 | $1 ed i ae aR 11.7 5.8 
Sno 108 es 15.2 | 4.5 || $600 to $1,199. __.-.--- 222... 36.9 16.7 
gS een 23.1 | 8.5 | $1,200 to $1, Tl dhistden da megiinwtanl 32,1 28.7 
$1,800 to $2,399 Sails cde sansa 23. § 14.0 i] $1,800 to $2,300. ..............s 13.8 28.3 
$2,400 to $2,909............ naan 18, 2 19.1 fF ff eee 4.1 13.6 
PR ictdncmcasiatnnainiien 14.8 eB a Ce vctdivcsincwcsadsonkesnem LZ 6.9 








! Includes all persons of races other than Negro. 


Souree: Federal Security Agency, Social Security Administration, Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors 
Insurance. 
Nots.—Based on 1-percent sample of account numbers issued under the old-age and survivors insurance 


program. 
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